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SUBJECT: TRAVEL OF MICHAEL WINN TO ETHIOPIA AS CORRESPONDENT 
REF: SEN MAGNUSON LETTER TO CHARGE DTD 10/10/77 

1 . WE HAVE JUST RECEIVED LETTER FROM SEN MAGNUSON DATED OCT 
10, ADVISING ME OF TRAVEL OF HIS ACQUAINTANCE, MICHAEL WINN. 

TO ETHIOPIA FOR INITIAL PURPOSE OF JOINING COMMERCIAL RAFT 
EXPEDITION ON OMO RIVER (IN SOUTHWEST) BUT FOR SECONDARY 
REASON TO BE "ENGAGED AS A CORRESPONDENT COVERING POLITICAL 
AND MILITARY DEVELOPMENTS IN ETHIOPIA." SEN MAGNUSON REQUESTS 
OUR ASSISTANCE TO ARRANGE INTERVIEWS WITH ETHIOPIAN OFFICIALS 
AND EXTEND WINN WHATEVER OTHER COURTESIES. 

2. APPRECIATE IT IF DEPT WOULD INFORM SEN MAGNUSON THAT WE 
SHALL BE PLEASED TO BE AS HELPFUL AS WE CAN TO MR WINN, 

EVEN THOUGH WE CONTINUE TO BELIEVE TOURIST TRAVEL TO ETHIO- 
PIA SHOULD BE DISCOURAGED. WE DO SEE POTENTIAL PROBLEMS IN 
MR WINN’S DUAL ROLE, HOWEVER. AS DEPT AWARE, EPMG IS STRICTLY 
CONTROLLING TRAVEL OF CORRESPONDENTS TO ETHIOPIA. MOST RE- 
CENT EXAMPLE IS AMERICAN JOURNALIST WHO WAS POLITELY ASKED 
TO LEAVE ETHIOPIA EVEN THOUGH HE HAD VALID VISA AS JOURNALIST. 

HIS REQUEST TO COME TO ETHIOPIA AS JOURNALIST HAD BEEN 
CLEARED IN ADDIS, BUT WAS REVOKED SOON AFTER HE ARRIVED. 

THUS, IF MR WINN WERE TO ENTER ETHIOPIA AS TOURIST AND 

THEN ATTEMPT TO FUNCTION AS CORRESPONDENT ON HIGHLY SENSITIVE 
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POLITICAL AND MILITARY DEVELOPMENTS, WE CAN FORESEE POTENT- 
IALLY SERIOUS PROBLEMS FOR MR WINN, FOR OTHER US WESTERN 
JOURNALISTS SEEKING ENTRY TO ETHIOPIA, AND FOR OTHER AMERI- 
CAN TOURISTS WISHING TO VISIT ETHIOPIA (DEPT WILL RECALL 
INCIDENT INVOLVING TWO BLACK AMERICANS WHO WERE LABELLED 
AS CIA AGENTS LAST MARCH). 
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3. IN CIRCUMSTANCES, WE STRONGLY URGE THAT IF MR WINN WISHES 
FUNCTION AS JOURNALIST HERE, HE APPLY FOR VISA IDENTIFYING 
HIMSELF AS JOURNALIST. INTER ALIA, UNLESS HE DOES SO, IT 

WILL BE DIFFICULT IF NOT IMPOSSIBLE FOR US TO TRY TO AR- 
RANGE ANY APPOINTMENTS FOR HIM. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: WE WOULD APPRECIATE IT IF DEPT WOULD 
APPRISE SEN MAGNUSON OF THE ABOVE, STRESSING THAT IF MR WINN 
WISHES FUNCTION AS JOURNALIST DURING HIS VISIT, HE SHOULD 
COME PROPERLY DOCUMENTED AND CLEARED AS SUCH. TO DO OTHER- 
WISE COULD LEAD TO POTENTIALLY EMBARRASING SITUATION OR 
HAVE EVEN MORE SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES. 

TIENKEN 
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